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whereby it may ftand ranged hereafter in its right Place 
in the Hiftory of Animals: fince Nature her-ft If feems 
by the Vafl Magnitude and Stately Horns , Ihe has gi¬ 
ven this Creature, to have Tingled it out as it were, and 
(hewed it fuch regard, with a defjgn to diftinguifii it 
remarkably from the common Herd of all other {'mailer 
Quadrupeds. Naturalifls have rais’d much Difpute, 
what Beaft it truly is, that has had the Name given it 
by fome of them, of Animal Magnum ; Dodoneeus, Me - 
mhenus, and others, would have it the Elcbe; Scaliger 
would have it the Bifons of Pliny, whether ’twas one er 
t’other, or neither, I (han’t determine ; nor do I the 
Jeaft fufpeft that this our Animal was meant by it ; 
however, for its goodly Size and lofty Stature, and to 
retain fomething of an Old Appellation, I think it may 
very well lay claim to it, and not improperly be call’d, 
Cervix Platyceros Altijfimus ; jive Animal Magnum Cor- 
nilus Palmatis , incolis Nova Anglk G? Virginia , uli 
frequent, Moofe dittum. 


III. Part of a Letter from Mr. Antony van 
Leuwenhoeck, dated Apr. 5 . s 6qj. giving 
an Account of federal Magnetical Experi¬ 
ments $ and of one who pretended to cure or 
catife Difeafes at a Difiance, by applying a 
Sympathetic\ Powder to the Urine. 


I Hive for many Years made divers Obfervadons- 
about the Loadftone, but made no Deduftions from 
them but for (bme Months laft paft, having Two 
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Loadftones, each above a Pound weight, I hung one 
®f them in a Balladce to fee if it would dip or bend to 
an Iron: but though I approach’d the Iron to theBallance, 
l could not find that any fuch dipping happened. 

Some curious Gentlemen having found fomewhat of 
this Dipping of the Loadftone to th§ Iron, and having 
informed me by Letter concerning it: I took one of my 
Loadftones to fee what Weight of Iron it would take up. 
Then taking the Key of my Door, which I carryed a- 
bout me, I found that the Load-(tone could.not fuftain 
it : but filing that part of the Key that touch’d the 
Stone, thereby taking off the foulnefs or undtuous Mat¬ 
ter left on it by handling, I found that it would be fufc 
tained by the Loadftone. This- made me wonder the 
lefs that the Loadftone did not dip to the Iron in the 
former Experiment* And I faw that it was from the 
little Power of the Stone, when but a little feparated 
from the Iron, and not from the Defers of the Scales, 
as I had then fufpedted. 

I have had one of my Loadftones broken by me fe- 
veral Years, in order to make (ome Obfervations, 
but they have been hitherto ineffectual: As when I 
took a Piece about the bignefs of the Kernel of a Ha- 
zle Nut, and feal’d it up in a Glafs, I found it would 
work on the Compafs-Needle as well as out of the 
Glafs. Then I broke this Glafs, and put the fame 
Piece into a Piece of a Glafs Tube; then blew the 
Glafs to inclofe the Piece, and left Air enough in the 
Glafs to make it fwim, to try if it would turn toward 
the North. 

Fig. 4. A. B. C. D. reprefents the Glafs: E. F. the 
Piece of Loadftone. I put this to fwim on the Water 
in an Earthen Difb, and found that it did turn to the 
North, but the contrary Way : And though I took out 
the Glafs feverai times, and changed the Pofuion of the 
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Loadflone, yet it produced the fame Effeft. I provi. 
ded me a fmall Compafs-Needle, and had it toucht by 
a Compafs-Maker, this I inclos’d in a feal’d Glafs that 
it might ftvim ■ and I found this would alfo turn to the 
North, and South: But I found that any little Bubbles 
on the Water would diflurb the Working of the Nee¬ 
dle. 

Finding the Length and Weight of the Tubes were 
feme impediment to the free Turning,I Broke the Glafs 
fhorter, aod fb blew ir. 

Fig. 5. G H. I. K. L. M. N. 0 . reprefent this Glafs, 
and P. the Loadflone : I bent the end of the Glafs, L.M. 
that thereby the Situation of the Needle might be 
known in its Turning. I put this into a high Beer 
Glafs of Water, that it might fink to K. fo foon as the 
Glafs was in the Water, the Part M. turned to the North 
Eafl ,• and though I turn’d it often, it would return to 
that Pofition ; arid though I placed it in the middle of 
the Glafs, it would in a lhort time move to one Side or 
other, and the nearer it approached the fafter it went 
toward the Side, as if there w ere fome Inclination of the 
Glafles to each other. 

I had alfo feveral finall bits of the laid Loadflone, one 
that w ? as but part of a Pound, aDd one a little big¬ 
ger. I took Three of thefe bits and fitted Glafles to 
them; fuch as Q^ R. f. Fig. 6. > V. reprefenting the 
bit of Loadflone: That of I only made that it 
might fwim upright without leaning to any Side: Two 
of thefe Glafles were fo blown, as that only S. T. rife 
above the Surface of the Water, and the Third did Flote 
a little more. One of the Glafles put in the Water 
drew the end f. Weftward, aod did fb as often as I 
chang’d its Poflure, for the part T. would turn again 
and ftand Weftward. The Second Glafs turn’d its end 
T. toward the Eaft, and would turn fb again as often as 



C 5*5 ) 

I chang’d it, at which I wondered how fo fmall a piece 
of the Loadftone fhould turn to the North, though it 
were under the Water. The Third Glafs, as Fig. 6 . 
would (land with its part 7*. fbmetimes North and fbme¬ 
times Weftward, &c. which made me think that either 
this little bit wanted its Polarity or that its Axis flood 
upright, in which cafes it would not turn. Then I 
took the Glafs, aridfeveral ways endeavoured to change 
the Pofture of the bit of Stone, then trying it, I found 
it would turn as the other. Then 1 try’d by putting a 
Key into the Water pretty near the Glafs, to fee if it 
would be moved, but it would not: But taking a long 
Iron and fo ufing it, it turned a little ,• and fo did alfo 
the Glafs, Fig. 4. 

Thefe Turnings of the Loadftone were fo weak as 
not to counterpoife the Thoufandth Part qf a Grain. 
Farther I have obferved, that any fluid Liquor, as Wine, 
Beer, Water, (Sc. ftanding in a Glafs, does rife higher 
againft the Sides than in the Middle of the Glafs: This 
I take to be caufed by the PrefTure of the Air, for the 
narrower the Glafs is, the higher it will ftand. And [ 
have found it rife in a fmall Pipe, Two Inches above the 
Water without the Pipe: Nay, l have made one Pipe 
fo fmall, that the Liquor rofe above Seven Inches in the 
Pipe. Now the former Phamomena of the moving of 
the fmall Glafles towards the Sides are to be afcribed to 
the fame Caufe, that is, to the Preflure of the Air ; 
which prefTed the more againft the Middle, the wider 
the Vefll'l was that contained the Water, and fb made 
it rife higher by the Sides. For I took a common Beer- 
Glafs, that being fee on a Table, the upper Brim of it 
inclined a little, fb that, fill’d with water, it ran over 
the dipping Side, but was lower than the oppofice Brim. 
In this Glafs 1 put one of my Glafles with a bit of Mag¬ 
net in it, and put it next the Side that overflowed, it 
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directed prelently towards the North, and it likewile 
moved towards the oppofite Side, where the Water was 
below the Brim of the Glais, and thus it would do as 
often as I fo placed it. Then I underpropped the Glais 
to make the Brims ftand Horizontal, and filled it with 
Water to-the Top, and then I found that the little Glais 
I put in, as before, did not move toward any fide; by 
which I judged that the-Surface of the Water was high¬ 
er than the Brims of the Drinking-Glafs, and fo the 
Preflui e of the Air was every where equal on the Sur¬ 
face of the Water. 

Next I fitted me another fmall Glafs with a fmall bit 
of a Magnet in it, as Fig. 7 . A. B. C. D. E. F. G. H. 
1. K. in the Cavity of which, as A. B. C. 1. K. was 
placed the bit of Magnet L. the Neck C. D. was near 
Nine Inches long, and its Cavity about as big as a 
Horfe Hair: this had a Ball blowm to make it fwim on 
the Surface of the Water, D. E. H. and the upper part 
of it, E. F. G. did rife above the Water. This I did to 
try if the bit of Magnet would a<3: fo far under the Wa¬ 
ter to turn Northward of it felf: and alfo to try whe¬ 
ther the Bit thus far under Water, would dip towards an 
Iron moved above the Surface of the Water :.and l law, 
that fir ft it would not reft till it had placed it felf North 
and South, and that the outmoft Part, G. pointed to¬ 
wards the Eaft. By reafon of the Length of this Neck, 
I had no Glafs deep enough for it, and therefore I ufed 
a little Box, which I filled Brim full, that the little 
Glais placed in the Water might not be moved to any 
Side. 

, Farther, I fitted another fmall Glafs, whole Stem 
as €: D. Fig. 7 . was 13 . Inches long, and the bit of 
Magnet was half as long again as ’twas thick, and I 
found thepofition of its Poles by a Compafs-NeedJe, be¬ 
fore I included it in the Glafs, that it was in the 
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Middle of its length, and for that Reafon I let it an End 
in the Glafs, and, upon Tryal, I found that the Glafs 
would not ceafe turning in the Water till the North Side 
of the Bit pointed North, 

Whilft this Glals Rood ftill in the Water, I tryed with 
an Iron about if Foot long, by holding it above the 
Surface of the Water, as alfo on the outfide of the 
little Box, clofe by its Bottom to fee whether it would 
move the Glafs j but it had no effect to draw it Side¬ 
wards : But doing the lame to lee if it would turn, 1 
found that it did turn to the Iron Itronger than to the 
North, though it hanged Fourteen Inches under 
the Water. I try’d alfo by holding the Iron endways 
to the little Box to lee il it would draw the Glals 
to it, but it did not ,• but only the North of the 
bit of Magnet did change its Pofition as to the 
North. 

Farther, I placed another little Glals (including a 
bit of Magnet in it) as Fig. 6 . Q_ R. S. in a beer- 
Glafs, which I had fill’d with Water above its Brims, 
and when the North of the Bit was fetled North, I ap» 
plyed a round Iron, about an Inch Diameter, as before, 
dole by the Side of the Beer Glafs, and it turned the 
little Glals from the North as before, but it did not yet 
make its approach toward the Iron. This Turning of 
the Glafs was in about half a Minutes Time. 

Farther! placed the iittle Glafs near the fide of the 
Beer-glafs, to fee if it would then approach the Iron, 
but it did not. Then I blew another little Glals, as 
Fig. 6. inclofing a bit of Magnet of about the weight 
of an Aas, but I found the efTed of it much as t he 
former (with the bigger bit of Magnet) only with this 
difference: That the bigger bits did operate at the. 
greatec diftance. 
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Thele were my Obfervations about the Imail bits of 
the Magnet; that they had but little extent of their 
Operation. Concering which, divers Learn’d Men 
have try’d and written much; but whether their tryals 
were of this nature 1 know not. I delign’d alio to 
try with a Glals as Fig. 7 . whole item - was Three 
Foot long, though by the aforefaid Tryals, I wss farisfi’d 
the effett would have been the fame; lor that the out¬ 
working of the bit would be the lame, and therefore I 
fpar’d the Labour. 

I cannot omit mentioning, that for feme Months laft 
pail, a certain German was in the City of Roterdam , 
indeavour’d to make himfelf known for his Ability in 
Curing Sick and Wounded People by his Sympathetick 
Powder ; which Operations he pretends to perform, at 
his Houle, upon the Urine of thole Perfons which is 
brought to him. 

A certain Perlon having a grevious pain in his Legg, 
and having heard of this Germans pretending to Cure 
by his Sympathy Powder. Endeavour’d by a Letter to 
him, to bring him to me, that I m ight have light of lo 
wonderful a Cure. This I contented to. 

After a full account of the Cure of the laid Perlon 
was given me in the prefence of the laid High German ; 
I ask’d, whether they would give rne the freedom to 
Ipeak my thoughts concerning it? For that I being a 
Hollander was not ufed to flatter. To this they a- 
greed. 

I ask’d the German , then among other things, What 
was become of the Pus or Matter of the Sore, that 
they laid was in the Sore Legg, and that fome of it 
was voided during the Operation of the Sympathetick 
Powder, and yet none remain’d in the Legg ? He An- 
fwei’d, It was carried off hy the TJrine . Then 1 in- 
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quir’d by whas ways it was carried off, for that it 
feem’d impoffibie to me to believe foch a paffage of it ; 
for that it muff oafs through fuch very fmali Blood 
Veffels near the Heart ,* which, and how it fliould be 
that this thick Pus or Matter ihould p Ts fuch extreamly 
fmali Blood Veffels? To which I had no other Anfwer 
but this. That there are many things dene, of which we 
can give no reafon. 

Hereupon I ask’d him that (aid he was fo wonder¬ 
fully cured, whether fome would not fay that his Cure 
hapned becaufe the Sore was come to its full Maturity, 
and not by the Syfnpathetick Powder. 

Moreover, the High German, fhevv’d me a Paper of 
Stones, which he faid, he had broken in the Body of a 
Woman by his Sympathetick Powder. 

I again ask’d, If they would hot take it amifs if I 
ask’d tome farther Queftions. And they granted me 
freedom. 

I faid then, that in my Opinion the Stone in the 
Bladder or Kidneys could not be broken by any Medi¬ 
cine taken inwardly ; and it feem’d to be much more 
unlikely, that it fhould be effected by the Operation of 
the Sympathetick Powder on the Urine of the Patient: 
And therefore, the vaunting of breaking the Stone in 
the Bladder or Kidneys, and bringing them away there¬ 
by, muff be a (ham or untruth. Since I had put a 
Stone of the Kidney a whole Year in ffrong Wine Vi¬ 
negar, yet could not diflolve it. Though I know 
very well, that fmali Stones and Gravel in the Blad¬ 
der or Kidneys, may be carryed out by fbme Me¬ 
dicines taken inwardly. 

The fame told me,that he had now under Cure, a Wo¬ 
man who had had a great Swelling in her Arm between 
her Hand and Elbow, and now had a greater above her 
Elbow between that and herShoulder,which was black,but 
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by his Sympathetick Powder was brought to a break¬ 
ing, and it (o wrought, that the Corruption of the lower 
Swelling was carried up, and vented by the opening of 
the upper. Moreover, that this proceeding farther, 
the fame Woman had a Cancer in her Bread; and that 
he would by the Operation of his Sympathetick Pow¬ 
der effect it: So that the Corruption of the Cancer 
fhould be droven cut by this breaking above the El¬ 
bow. Hereupon I laid, that fuch Operations feem’d to 
me impofisble j and I defired he would tell me by what 
way this could be effetded. But I had no other An- 
fwer, but there were many more things done in Na¬ 
ture than we could give Reafons for, I ask’d alfo, 
Whether he did all his Cures by the Sympathy Pow¬ 
der ? I had for Anlwer, that he did perform them al- 
fo by the Magnet, and by Tranfpiration. He faid 
farther, that he could alfo, not only. Cure the Gout and 
Confumption, but divers other Dileafes alfo. And that 
he would by his Sympathetick Powder working on the 
Urine, perform fuch tffe&s, that the Calculos Matter 
fhould work out of the Joynts. 

A certain Man and Woman, dwelling in our Town, 
having Confumptions ; Upon the great Rumor that was 
fpread of this High Germany went to Roterdam; and he 
undertook to Cure them in Fourteen days by the Ope¬ 
ration of his Sympathetick Powder on their Urine: 
Though finding thtmfelves, alter fome Weeks flay 
there, to grow worfe than they were when they firft 
came. They returned home, and fhortly after took 
a long Journey to their Fathers. I have fpoken 
with the Husband of the Woman, and w’ith the Wife 
of the Man, who told me, that the High German had 
not only promifed to Cure them, as they were, but 
that if they had but any part of their Body as big as 
a Finger found, he would recover them. 
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I was told alfo, that as he could do good effeds by 
the working of his Sympathetick Powder upon the 
Urifle, fo he could alfo do mifchief. Which being Co, 
he may then, if there be any that ftands in the way of 
himfelf, or any other, fend them into another World 
out of the way. For he can as he affirms, Purge, Vo¬ 
mit and Sweat any Man though fome Hours diftant 
from him. What can he not do with Poyfbns ? In 
fhort all what he has told me concerning his working, 
and all what other do concerning him, find no belief in 
me. 

His Defign is (as People tell me) not to flay long 
in Holland , but to go over into England, and we 
conceive he will there indeavour by his boafting and 
vaunting to find as eafie crediting People as he has at 
Roterdam. I remain, Sirs, 


Tours , &c. 
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IV. Account 
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